
HELP! I FOUND A
STRAY ANIMAL.

CARE STL exists to create a supportive community rooted in collaboration,
compassion, and caring for people and animals. 

CARE STL is a no-kill, open-admission organization and the official partner
for the City of St. Louis in managing the City of St. Louis Animal Care and
Control shelter.  We give all animals a second chance by working tirelessly
to find them loving forever homes, no matter how hard, no matter the cost. 

icarestl.org

DO DON'T
Take clear pictures to post

on social media and on
lost/found pet websites 

Walk the dog through the
neighborhood you found it

in and knock on doors

Hang fliers in the
neighborhood you found
the pet in. Include photos

and your contact info.

Call shelters in the area and
give info on where and

when the pet was found

Take the pet to a vet's
office, shelter, or pet store

to be scanned for a
microchip.

Ask for proof of ownership
from anyone claiming the
pet—vet records, pictures

of them with the pet 

Foster the pet (if you can),
until you find the owner. If

not, take it to a shelter.

Visit
www.lost.petcolove.org to
see if your stray has been

listed as "lost" in their
national database

Immediately introduce the
animal to your children/let

your children play with them

Immediately introduce the
animal to your pets and leave

them unattended together

Make assumptions about the
owner based off the animal's

appearance and behavior

Try to assess injuries or
diagnose illnesses without a

veterinarian.

Throw away collars,
bandanas, harnesses,

leashes. These could help the
owner identify the animal.

Force the animal to accept
attention or affection

Feed an emaciated animal a
lot of food all at once

Keep or rehome the animal
without trying to find its

owner first


